
Steps to Preparing for College 

 

Freshmen Year: 

 The courses you take in high school matter! If you earn good grades and take challenging 

courses, you will have more options when applying to college. 

 Colleges are also impressed by extracurricular activities, so get involved. 

 Keep a record of awards, honors, and community service hours. They look great on a scholarship 

application! 

 Start thinking about what colleges you would like to attend and research the acceptance 

requirements. 

 Talk to people who work in the field(s) that you are interested in. 

 Study! Study! Study! Your grades from your freshman year matter just as much as the grades 

from your senior year! Your GPA is important when applying for scholarships and college. 

 

Sophomore Year: 

 Prepare for standardized testing by taking practice SAT and ACT tests. Your counselor has 

several free test booklets for you! 

 Stay involved in extracurricular activities. 

 Narrow down your college choices and begin to research the schools in depth. 

 Do as much community service as you can. 

 Continue to study and keep your grades up. Your GPA is still very important! 

 

Junior Year: 

 Check the schedules for the SAT and ACT test dates and sign up! 

 Continue being involved in your community and extracurricular activities. 

 Begin visiting colleges. 

 Check when college admission applications open and what the application requires. 

 Start looking into scholarships and other financial aid that is available to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Senior Year: 

 If you need/want to retake the ACT and/or SAT, the beginning of your senior year is the 

time to do it. Do not put it off too long! 

 Be sure you have fulfilled high school graduation requirements. 

 Keep studying! Your grades are still very important.  

 Check admission application deadlines for each specific college that you are interested 

in. They are all different! 

 Apply for college. 

 Visit colleges you have been accepted to or that of interest to you. 

 Decide which college you want to attend. 

 Ask for reference letters from teachers and administrators for scholarship applications. 

 Fill out as many scholarship applications as you can! Look for scholarships from 

organizations, businesses, and colleges. 

 Fill out the FAFSA as soon as it opens. 

 Keep track of deadlines for required fees and paperwork.  

 Notify the college of any outside scholarships you have received.  

 Once you have graduated from high school, make sure your final transcript is sent to the 

college you will be attending.  

 


